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Abstract

This study deals with new concepts in Linguistics in general and Corpus
Linguistics in particular namely, Semantic Preference and Semantic Prosody. These
concepts emerged from the recent studies of context by the Neo Firthian School
in the UK. These concepts are considered as an extensive study to the collocation
phenomenon. They are also reveal diverse linguistic features that cannot be
discovered without computers software. In this study, in the light of these two
concepts, the Arabic verb (YUSABBEB) will be examined through a range of
manual and automatic processes in order to find out its semantic preferences and
prosody.

This study departs from a linguistic-statistical methodology, in which a
number of manual and automatic processes are used such as, reading and studying,
concordances manually, amount of frequencies, and mutual information MI. These
processes are important to find out and confirm the semantic preferences and
prosody of the verb (YUSABBEB).

This study reveals results agree and differ in different ways with Stubbs
(1995) study of semantic preference and semantic prosody of the verb cause in
English. Findings show that the semantic prosody of the verb (YUSABBEB) is
negative, which is compatible with the verb cause in English.

Key Words:

Corpus Linguistics, Semantic Preference, Semantic Prosody, Collocation,
Concordances, Mutual Information.
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